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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 4-6, 13-16, and 23-26 as 
follows: 

4. (Wended) An image processing device operable 
in a pluralrty of modes of operation, comprising: 

a memory ^or storing image data of a plurality of 
frames; 

5 a state deci^on controller for determining a 

state of said image\data stored in said memory for each 
frame; 

an operation paneJX for selecting any of said 
plurality of modes of operation; and 
10 a selection prohibitirm controller for 

automatically p rohibiting selecting an inoperable mode 
of operation of said pluralit\of modes of operation 
through said operation panel [according to] based on 
the thus determined state of saia\ image data. 



^ {Amended)\An [The] image processing device 

[acc^rding to] in acd^dance with claim 4, wherein said 
state decision controljSer determines a length of a 
frame of said image dat^ in a predetermined direction, 

^- (Amended) ""^WThe] image processing device 
[according to] in accor^nce with claim 4, wherein said 
state decision controller determines a frame size of 
said image data. 
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13. \ (Amended) An image forming apparatus 
operable In a plurality of print modes, comprising: 

a memarv for storing image data of a plurality of 
frames; 

5 a printeV for reading said image data stored in 

said memory for each frame and for printing; 

a state decision controller for determining a 
state of said image data stored in said memory; 

an operation\panel for selecting any of said 
10 plurality of printXmodes; and 

a selection prohibiting controller for 
automatically prohibiting selecting an inoperable print 
mode of said plurality of print modes through said 
operation panel [according to] based on the thus 
15 determined state of saiM image data. 

14. (Amended) An m^he] image forming 
[processing] device [according to] in accordance with 
claim 13, further comprising a finisher for stapling 
sheets printed by said prinVer, wherein: 

5 said state decision controller determines whether 

said image data stored in saiti memory includes [said] 
image data having a frame sizA different [in] than a 
frame size [from] ot, other [sa2\d] image stored in said 
memory; and 

10 said selection prohibiting Controller prohibits 

selecting a staple print mode through said operation 
panel when it is determined that said memory includes 
[said] image data having a frame sitee different [in] 
than a frame size [from] of other [5yaid] image data 
15 stored in said memory, 

said staple print mode being provided so that said 
finisher provides a staple processing, 



- 5 - 




Serial No. 08/941,459 

1 5. \ (Amended) An [The] image forming device 
[accordingN:o] in accordance with claim 13, wherein: 

3aid ctrte decis^'^i^ rnnf-roller determines whether 
said memory stores said image data different in frame 
size from other s^id image data stored in said memory; 
and 

said selection ^ohibiting controller prohibits 
selecting a two-side prsLnt mode through said operation 
panel when it is determined that said memory stores 
said image data different m frame size from other said 
image data stored in said memory, said two-side print 
mode being provided for printing said image data stored 
in said memory on both sides of \ sheet. 

15. (Amended) An [The] image forming device 
[according tol xin accordance with claim 13, wherein: 

said state decision controller determines whether 
said image data stot;;^ed in said memory all have a same 
5 frame size; and 

said selection prohdbiting controller prohibits 
selecting an economy prinKmode through said operation 
panel when it is determined \hat said image data stored 
in said memory all have a same\frame size, said economy 
10 print mode being provided for printing said image data 
of a plurality of frames on one same side of a sheet. 
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23. (Amended) An image forming apparatus operable 
in a plurality of\rint modes, comprising: 

a memory for stCx^ng a plurality of print jobs, 
each print job containing image data of [no less than] 
at least one frame; 

a print-job selector foK selecting one of said 
Plurality of print jobs stored\n said memory; 
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^^§tate decision controller for determining a 
state of \aid image data contained in said print job 
selected by^^Tf^ nrint-iob selector; 

a printer^^or printing said image data contained 
in said print job^selected by said print-job selector; 

an operation pahel for selecting any of said 
plurality of print mode^; and 

a selection prohibit\ng controller for 
automatically prohibiting selecting an inoperable print 
mode of said plurality of prinst modes through said 
operation panel [according to] based on the thus 
determined state of said image dara contained in said 
print job selected by said print-iobVselector . 
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14. (Am^iKied) An [The] image forming apparatus 
>rding to] oi accordance with claim 23, further 
comprising a finisiier for stapling sheets printed by 
said printer 

wherein[:] saidVrint job selected bv said print- 
iob selector contains Vmage data of a plurality of 
frames and said state decision controller determines 
whether said print job selected by said print-job 
selector contains [said]\image data having a [different 
in] frame size dif f eren t \than a frame size of [from] 
other [said] image data contained in said [selected] 
print job selected bv saidi print-iob selector ; and 

wherein said selection prohibiting controller 
prohibits selecting a staple print mode through said 
operation panel when it iis determined that said print 
job selected by said priiit-job selector [includes said] 
contains image data havifria a [different in] frame size 
different than a frame fiize of [from] other [said]- 



image data contained i 



said [selected] print job 



selected bv said print-iob selector , said staple print 
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mode being prWided so that said finisher provides a 
staple process\ng. 
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25. \ (Amended) An [The] image forming apparatus 
[according, to] in accordance with claim 23, wherein[:] 
said print \ob selected by said print-iob selector 
contains imafeie data of a plurality of frames and said 
5 state decision^ controller determines whether said print 

job selected byVsaid print-selector includes [said] 
image data havinci a [different in] frame size different 
than a frame size V)f [from] other [said] image data 
contained in said [Iselected] print job selected bv said 
10 print-iob selector ; Vnd 

wherein said sele^ction prohibiting controller 
prohibits selecting a tWo-side print mode through said 
operation panel when it \s determined that said print 
job selected by said print^job selector includes [said] 
15 image data having a [differVit in] frame size different 

than a frame size of [from] dsther [said] image data 
contained in said [selected] ptint job selected by said 
• ^ print-job selector , said two-si\e print mode being 

provided for printing said image ^ata on both sides of 
20 a sheet. 



26. (7\m^ded) M [The] image forming apparatus 
[according to] ha accordance with claim 23, wherein[:] 
g^i^ py^Xnt jQb ggj^ctgd by g^id pF;Lnt-j Qb g^l^gto^ 
contains image data\f a plurality of frames and said 
5 state decision control\er determines whether said image 
data contained in said print job selected by said 
print-job selector all hav^a same frame size; and 
wherein said selection ^:K;phibiting controller 
prohibits selecting an economy farint mode through said 
10 operation panel when it is determasned that said image 
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data CQijitainecl in said print job selected by said 
print-job Selector all have a same frame size, said 
economy print m?xie being provided for printing said 
image data of a pluba^ity of frames on same one side of 
15 a sheet. 




Please add new claims 27-30 as follows: 
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27. (New) An image processing device in 
accordance with claim 4, further comprising: 

a display for displaying an operating state of 
said image processing device; and 

a display controller, responsive to said selection 
prohibiting controller, for displaying on said display 
an operable mode of operation of said plurality of 
modes of operation. 

28. (Xew) An image processing device operable in 
a plurality modes of operation, comprising: 

a memory ft^r storing image data of a plurality of 
frames; 

a state decision controller for determining a 
state of said image Xata for each frame stored in said 
memory; 

a selection prohibiNiing controller, responsive to 
said state decision controller, for determining an 
inoperable mode of operatioi\of said plurality of modes 
of operation based on the thu\ determined state of said 
image data; 

an operation panel, responsiVe to said selection 
prohibiting controller, for selecting any of said 
plurality of modes of operation, sai\i operation panel 
automatically prohibiting selecting sadd thus 
determined inoperable mode of operation: 
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